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income bound him to his master, the increas-
ingly unpopular Duke of York. At first he had
hopes of an active army career at a time when
Charles IPs foreign policy required France to
be threatened with an Anglo-Dutch alliance.
Churchill was sent over to concert arrangements
with the Dutch prince, William of Orange, who
had just married James's elder daughter, Mary.
But the French and Dutch made peace, and for
the next five years, at the height of James's
unpopularity, Churchill had to act as glorified
messenger boy and valet to one of the most
hated men in England.

It had been known for some years that the
heir-presumptive to the English throne was an
enthusiastic Roman Catholic, and his brother
Charles IPs efforts to decree toleration for
members of that Church had roused the fears
and jealousies of the Anglican Parliament. In
1678 a shady informer named Titus Gates had
come forward with the story of a Popish plot
which shook England from top to bottom. The
House of Commons tried to secure the enact-
ment of an Exclusion Bill which would have
prevented the Catholic James from succeeding
to the throne, and Charles3 though determined
by hook or crook to save James's hereditary
rights, thought it best that he should leave the
country. In March, 1679, Churchill had there-
fore to accompany him to his exile in Brussels.

During the years of exile Churchill made
himself indispensable to James, but at the same
time was clever enough neither to offend his
master's opponents nor to cause his master to